MFES HISTORY

Some Notes on the History of MFES

When Past President Alan J. Baldwin, P. E. (now deceased) asked me, in the fall of 1994, if I was willing to become again involved in MFES, I agreed.  MFES was engaged in a brouhaha with the "40+ of Minnesota" organization headed by Chuck Cole.

The way I remember it, Chuck Cole wanted to transform MFES into an organization that defended the plight of the unemployed engineer of over 40 years of age.  Chuck used FAX messages addressed to the leaders of the MFES member organizations, other prominent engineers, and some of the news media.  Chuck's representations smacked of lobbying and scared away some member organizations who saw in it a danger to their IRS Section 501 (c) (3) status.

Chuck and cohorts also filed new MFES articles of incorporation with the Minnesota Secretary of State.  Chuck and his supporters also wanted to nominate a slate of MFES officers to take over the operation of the Federation.

Alan Baldwin, Tom Parry and several past presidents of MFES wanted to put a stop to the machinations of the usurpers and even threatened legal action against Chuck Cole and his gang.

A new set of MFES officers, with Tom Parry as president, was nominated and elected for the term 1995-1996.  My role was that of MFES secretary-treasurer.  To protect the resources of MFES, we transferred the funds to a new account at the US Bank branch in Hopkins.

A revision to the MFES Constitution and Bylaws was proposed that strengthened the role of MFES's Past Presidents by making all of them members of the Executive Committee.  That was intended to assure continuity in the operation of the organization and discourage revolutionary upheavals a la "40+".  Voting for officers and admission to membership was stipulated to be by letter ballot.  That was intended to eliminate the FAX battles started by the "40+" usurpers.  E-mail was not yet a factor.

Another bone of contention was the MFES dues structure.  Even at 35 cents per member per year, some of the larger member societies felt disadvantaged.  The fix was a rate of 50 cents per member, living/working in Minnesota's, with a cap of $ 500 per society.  Participation in the Young Engineer of the Year awards program was predicated on having paid dues for the current year.

As secretary-treasurer I attempted to get a handle on who the current chair or president was for each of the member societies and who was designated as the organization's representative to the MFES Board of Directors. I also sent out invoices for the outstanding dues, with regular reminders to delinquents.  Some societies never paid up and were dropped from membership.  Others saw the light and even paid up their dues arrears.

For a long time, MFES had a magazine.  It was the main avenue of communication to the MFES member societies and their membership.  Our last magazine publisher went bankrupt and all attempts to find a new publisher failed.

Later, we hoped to fill the communication gap with an MFES web page.  Neil Clark, representing the Minnesota Technical Services Association [MTSA], got us on the University of Minnesota web server.  For many years, Gary Nunnally, P. E., a MFES Past President and representative of HEC on the MFES Board, acted as webmaster, till Jim Mosner, P. E. [SAME] took over.

From its beginnings around World War I, MFES wanted to be the voice of engineering in Minnesota, by attracting the several engineering societies under its umbrella.

During the period 1969-1972, the Interprofessional Relations Committee of MSPE was very active.  We originated the "Seven Wonders of Engineering" [in Minnesota] awards in 1963.  (See my proposal in Minnesota Engineer, July 1963.)  We also organized the first Joint Engineering Societies annual banquet in 1970.  (Both of these initiatives are now part of the MFES/MSPE annual awards banquets.)

When I was a student at Iowa State in the 1950s, my professors stressed that engineering was a profession to which one owed a life-long commitment.  To be a good engineer, one had to become registered as a P. E., join a professional society (NSPE), participate in a technical society (ASME in my case), and be active in one's community.  I've tried to live up to that expectation of my mentors ever since.
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